1990 Federal Nursing Service Award winner. Mental health care and illness knowledge among chronic schizophrenics.
This study examined perceived and actual knowledge about mental health care and illness among chronic schizophrenics, the relationship between their perceived and actual knowledge, and the relationship of knowledge to subject characteristics. Perceived knowledge was assessed with a self-administered 18-item Likert format questionnaire. Actual knowledge was assessed with an interview of open-ended questions paralleling items of perceived knowledge instrument. Perceived and actual knowledge were moderate. Half the parallel items correlated significantly, with weak to moderate positive correlations. Except for age and number of years ill, subject characteristics did not correlate significantly with knowledge. This study has nursing implications for formal and informal patient education.